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Key Insights:

Study 1:

• They found that developers spent 19% in the Web.

• Three web session intentions were identified: learning, clarification 
and reminder.

Study 2:

• Web query types such use of natural language, code or both are 
relevant indicators for determining the type of web session intention* 
developers were performing.

• Web query features predicts web page types.

*clarification not included



Problem

• Developers rely on online resources, how often? Why? 

• Is it systematic or opportunistic?

• It looks opportunistic, so how are they foraging for information?

• Now that we know what they are looking for and how, can it be
generalized?



Study 1: Method and Results

• Think-aloud sessions with 20 Students to understand how 
programmers leverage online resources.

• Web session intentions can be differentiate it:



Study 2: Method and Results

• They performed a web search log analysis on 100,000 queries 
collected from the Adobe Flex’ application.



Questions?

Thanks! 

What about the observations motivating Searcher? 

API Documentation searchers are mostly reminding sessions? Cool!

What else can be said if we study clarifying sessions in depth?


